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This command, still strictly carried into effect, is now usually observed at the third year instead of the first. There are instances where, in the event of either of the parents making a vow to that effect, the hair of a boy is not cut at all until, the upanayanam ceremony. Suppose the infant were taken ill, or misfortune were to happen to him, a vow might be made to a certain god that the first hair-cutting of the child should take place at the shrine of the god invoked.
The ceremony of the first performance of the tonsure (chaulam) is as follows. Hitherto the boy's hair has been allowed to grow like that of a girl, and the fond mother has been wont to cherish it and ornament it, in the same way, with plaitings and jewels; but now the uncut locks must be sacrificed to the inexorable laws of the Hindu religion. On a propitious day, previously fixed upon by the purohita, musicians are called and a feast is prepared for friends and relatives. The first three cuts with the scissors must be made by the mother's brother or, failing such a relative, by the next nearest of kin on the mother's side. After these first three cuts have been made, the boy is handed over to the family barber, who clips off all the hair except a small portion on the top of the head. Some time after this clipping, perhaps a month after, the head is shaved for the first time. "When the head is thus shaved, various fashions are adopted according to varying ideas of beauty. Sometimes separate locks are left over the temples and at the back of the ears;, these are called kakapaksham or crow's wings. Sometimes, the hair is allowed to grow all round the head, whilst the whole of the top is clean shaven. The head, is shaven, as a rule, about once a month.
If for any cause whatever, the boy's mother has made a vow to a certain god, it is the rule for this cutting of the hair to be made at the shrine of the god invoked. A pilgrimage is arra-nged to the place